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O Letter from Union Home Secretary to all
States/UTs dated 14" July 2021 regarding strict adherence to COVID
Appropriate Behaviour while relaxations in restrictions are being undertaken by
States due to the decline in the number of active cases. [Copy of letter
enclosed].

2. Violations of COVID norms have been observed in various parts of the
country, especially in public transport, hill stations, markets etc. Needless to
say, such complacency at this juncture has the potential to result in another
surge in cases.

3. | would like to reiterate the need for focussed public health measures by
the States/UTs. It is imperative to adhere to the guiding principles of COVID19
containment and management with special focus on the 5-fold strategy of
‘Test-Track-Treat-Vaccinate and adherence to COVID Appropriate Behavior'.
Focussed and sustained high levels of testing, relentless contact tracing,
comprehensive vaccination and ensuring strict adherence to COVID
Appropriate Behaviour in all crowded places and potential super-spreader
events are of essence. | |

4. |, therefore, urge you to take ,éppropriate steps to ensure that we do not
lose the invaluable momentum gained in our battle againjst COVID19.
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i Yours sincerely

(Rajesh Bhushan)

Additional Chief Secretary / Principal Secretary / Secretary (Health)
All States / UTs




RESCIEE]
Home Secretary
WK WU
Government of india
Ao} wAfes,/North Block
g {&edfl/New Dethi

AT Yool mua

AJAY BHALLA

D.0. No, 40-3/2020-DM-[ {A) 144 July, 2021
Dear Chief Secretary,

Kindly refer to the MHA Order of even number, dated 29% June, 2021,
issued for the implementation of targeted and prompt actions for C UVID 19
management, in line with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW]
advisor‘y, dated 280 June, 2021,

2. With the declmc in the number of active cases, States and UTs have
started re-opening the activities in a gradual manner. As reiterated in my earlier
.0, letter dated 19.06.2021, the process of relaxing restrictions should be
carefully calibrated.

3. However, blatant violations of COVID norms have been observed in
several parts of the country, especially in public transport and at hill stations.
Massive crowds are also thronging the market places, violating norms of social
distancing. Consequently, increase in ‘R’ factor (Reproduction number) in some
of the States, is a matter of concern. You may be aware that any increase in ‘R’
factor above 1,0 is an indicator of spread of COVID 19. Therefore, it is important
that the authorities concerned shall be made responsible for ensuring COVID
Appropriate Behaviour (CAB) in all crowded places, such as shops, malls,
markets, market complexes, weekly markets, restaurants & bars, mandis, bus
stations, railway platforms/stations, public parks & gardens, gymnasiums,
banguet halls/marriage halls, stadia/sports complexes {if opened up by the

- State) as well as at all areas identified as hotspots for transmission of COVID-
19 virus.

4. It needs to be ensured that if the norms of COVID Appropriate Behaviour
are not maintained at any establishment/premises/markets etc., such places
shall be liable for the re-imposition of restrictions, for containing the spread of
COVID-19 and the defaulter(s) shall also be liable for action under the relevant
laws,

5. It is emphasized that the second wave of COVID is not yet over. We ought
to remember that while the reach of vaccination is increasing considerably,
there is nio room for complacency and hence COVID appropriate behaviour must
continue in line with our philosophy of Zarg &1, &g &7, Testing needs to be
continued with the same vigor, as adequate testing is extremely essential in
terms of checking the virus and early identification of cases. '

..contd.p/2..




. You would appreciate that we must gu ard ourselves against complacency
which creep in as positivity declines. Instead, during the perio ds of
ity, efforts must be step ped up to prevent any probable future surge.

and laxity
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hould be continuous focus on the five-fold strategy for effective
of COVID-19 i.e. Test-Track-Treat-Vaccination and adherence (o
ate behavior,

3. d, therefore, urge you 1o issue strict directions to the district and
all other local authorities concerned, 1o regulate the crowded places and take
MEeCcessary Imeasures for management of COVID-19. The officers concerned
should be made personally responsible for any laxity in strict enforcement of
COVID appropriate behaviour. | would also advise that Orders issued by the
respective State Governments JUT Administrations/disirict authorities in this
regard, should be widely disseminated to the public and fo the field
functionaries, for their proper implementation.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

3, ..,@Wﬁ M@va
ATROAY
{Ajay Bhalla)

Chief Secretaries of all States
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; refer to the MHA Order of even number, dated 20t June, 2021,
implementation of targeted and prompt actions for C OVID-19
cment, in “im @ *«v'ih i'hc- f‘&-f{mféstry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHIFW)

2. With the ﬂ(’f‘}‘i?‘}f‘ in the number of active cases, Stafes and UTs have
started re-opening the activities in a gri ruiut,l manner. !\5 reiterated in my earlier
D.O. letter dat ~~% 16.06.2021, the process ol relaxing restrictions should be
carefully calibrated.

3. However, blatant violations of COVID norms have been observed in
gseveral parts of T}w country, especially in p‘ubhc transport and at hill stations,
Massive crowds are also thronging the m vka places, violating norms of social
distancing. Consequently, increase in ‘R’ factor (Reproduction number) in some
States, is a matter of concern. You may be aware that any increase in ‘R’
.0 is an ir‘u‘%icaf@ rof spread of COVID 19, Therefore, itis importan
ed shall be made responsible for ensuring COVIL
f%enamuur LAB} in all crowded places, such as shops, malls,
market complexes, weekly markets, restaurants & bars, mandis, bus
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ailway platforms/stations, public pcirkb & gardens, g;ymnasmniz&

}«{ﬁib; marriage halls, stadia/sports complexes (if opened up by the
oll as at all areas identified as hotspots for transmission of COVID-

19 virus,

4. 1+ needs to be ensured that if the norms of COVID Appropriate Behaviour
are not maintained at any est ablishment/premises/markets etc,, such places
shall be liable for the re-imposition of restrictions, for containing the spmaﬁ of
COVID-19 and the defaulter(s) shall also be liable for action under the relevant
laws.

5. [t is emphasized that the second wave of COVID is not yet over, We ought
fo remember that while the reach of vaccination is increasing considerably,
there is no room for complacency and hence COVID appropriate behaviour must
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continue in line with our philosophy of garg &1, #3g #7. Testing needs to be
continued with the same vu,{;z as adequate testing is exiremely essential in
terms of <';.’f:;<~‘;f<:%f;:i31;ﬁ5 the virus and early identification of cases.
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focus on the five-fold strategy for wf sfive
Track-Treat-Vaccination and adherence to

8. I would, therefore, urge you to issue strict directions to the district
,.<>.cz;31 authorities concerned, to regulate the crowded places and take
wy measures for management of COVID-19. The officers concerned
should be made personally responsible for any laxity in strict enforcement of
COVID appropriate behaviour, | would also advise rha Orders issued by the
regpective State Governments; /UT Administrations/distriet authorities in this
regard, should be widely disseminated to the public and to the field

functionaries, for their proper implementation.
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With regar s,

Yours sincerely,

Administmim*s of all UTs 5







